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publish a now edition of his tales and sketches. Every-body has been raven-mad about his last poem, nnd his lecture, which "W. Story went with me to heats has gained him a dozen or two of waspish foes who "will do him more good than harm."1
A -week later, March 16, he returns to the same
subject: —
" Poe is a monomaniac on the subject of plagiarism, and I thought it best to allow him to riclo liia hobby to death in the outset and be done with it.    It all commenced with myself.   When he was in the Mirror office he made -what I thought a very unjustifiable «lmrge againat my friend Aldrich [James Aldrich], who is one of the best fellows in the world, and I replied to it us you Raw.    Somebody in Boston, e Outis,' whoso namo I forget, replied to P. on behalf of Longfellow and Aldrich, and so the war began.   It will end as it began* in smolce, But; it -will do us some good by calling public attention to our paper.    Poe ia a much better fellow than you have an idea of. ... The 'Journal1  gains strength every day} and I am very sanguine of success." 2
Three days later h& writes again mouo fully j -— " I thought it beat to gain Poe's services ns a critic because he already has a reputation for reviewing^ and I could gain them by allowing him a certain portion of the profits of the paper. He thought it would gain the 'Journal' a certain number of subscribers immediately U Ws name were published in connection with it. I did
Brlggfi to "Lowell.    MS. a Briggti to Lowell,   MS.I think the better way is to let him'run clown as soon as possible by giving him no check.    "Wiley find Putnam are going to should be printed in the very best manner,o him, personally, The poem of Emerson I read to him.ive our best love to G. [Signature cut out,] as il she
